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Mutilation by Satan 


“Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, 
and encamped against Jabesh-gilead: 
and all the men of Jabesh said to 
Nahash, Make a covenant with us, 
and we will serve thee. And Nahash 
the Ammonite answered them, on this 
condition will I make a covenant with 
you, that I may thrust out all your 
right eyes, and lay it for a reproach 
upon all Israel.” 
I Samuel 11:1, 2. 


We have before us John Trapp’s Commen- 
tary on the Old and New Testament (5 Vol- 
umes), published in 1662. Commenting on the 
above passage this astute student of the Word 
says: “The Devil (as another Nahash, which 
signifieth ‘serpent’) would likewise put out the 
right eye of faith, and leave us only the left 
eye of reason: look to him narrowly. Those 
that would deprive the people of the Scriptures, 
and nuzzle them in ignorance, do the like.” 


What an apt picture! The Christian needs 
both eyes, the eye of faith and the eye of reason; 
faith to see the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen, and reason to 
take intelligent action on that which God has 
revealed. 


That Satan will settle for a mutilation which 
leaves our reasoning powers but destroys faith 
in the process is worth pondering. Nowhere 
does the Bible tell us that we are saved by 
reason. God requires an act of faith — a sur- 
render of all which lifts itself up in opposition 
to the person and work of Christ. Those things 
which seem unreasonable now will some day 
become wonderfully clear. Those elements of 
the Christian faith which seem so childish to 
some today will some day be revealed as both 
the wisdom and the power of God. 


God forbid that we should permit Satan to 
mutilate our spiritual vision. —L. N. B. 
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The “Whole Man” Has a Heart 


There is a good deal of talk today about the 
Gospel being for the “whole man”. OF course 
it is, and until the Gospel has produced a 
Christian who finds in his heart a profound 
sense of responsibility to God and to his fellow 
man his conversion is rightly suspect. 


But in the circles where much is said about 
the “whole gospel for the whole man for the 
whole world” there may be a strange silence 
about personal redemption through the atoning 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The approach 
is entirely different and only too often it is 
held that man has within himself the power 
to become a new creature in Christ without 
the new birth. Man is supposed to have his 
latent powers triggered by a realization of the 
love of God and His acceptance of sinners. From 
there on a man goes to spiritual maturity. But 
God accepts us through the work and merits 
of His Son — and in no other way. 


In this concept of the gospel there is often 
established a formula from which one may 
deviate only at the risk of not being a “whole” 
Christian. These concepts actually look to the 
establishing of the kingdom of God in non- 
Christian circles; they would force on men 
Christian behavior without reference to the 
basic content of the Christian faith itself; there 
is a demanding for an unbelieving world and 
society those benefits which accrue solely 
through Christ’s redemptive work at the per- 
sonal level. 


Here is a matter where the clearest thinking 
is needed. There is being demanded a form 
of Christianity which finds expression in good 
living, in a social consciousness, in world con- 
cern and reform but without the heart of the 
Gospel from which genuine Christianity alone 
emanates, — that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. In this spurious re- 
ligion there is demanded fruit without roots; 
Christian action without Christian convictions; 
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human endeavor without divine transformation; 
a Christianity which has no basis in the Christ 
of the Scriptures. 


These are frank words but they are true. 
Speak of a conversion experience and it is 
laughed to scorn; of the cleansing blood of Cal- 
vary and it is vigorously rejected; of the new 
birth and it is explained away in psychological 
phrases; of clear biblical affirmations and they 
are “interpreted” away. 


The “whole man” has a heart. It is desperately 
wicked and it can only be changed by a super- 
natural work of cleansing and _ regeneration. 
Make “Christians” who have not had this trans- 
forming work of the living Christ in their hearts 
and they are of all men most miserable. By- 
pass the narrow way of salvation and the best 
which can be hoped for is a temporary reforma- 
tion. 


On the other hand, when the whole Gospel 
is preached and believed hearts are changed 
and lives empowered to live for the glory and 
honor of Christ. That true Christians do not 
always conform to the social concepts demand- 
ed of them by others may at times reflect, not 
on Christians but on those whose vision is be- 
clouded by a humanistic myopia. 


Certainly part of the dilemma is caused by 
men whose concept of the Church is that of a 
conquering rather than a witnessing organism; 
who envision for the Church secular powers 
and activities totally incompatible with her 
spiritual mission. 


It is obviously possible for some to be so con- 
cerned for sinners in the mass that they forget 
that it is the individual sinner for whom Christ 
died and it is the individual sinner who must 
be redeemed (yes, by the blood of Christ) , be- 
fore he can wield any influence for righteous- 
ness on the society of which he is a part. 


The Gospel is for the “whole” man and for the 
whole world. Let us be sure that we do not 
substitute some other gospel for the Gospel of 
God’s redeeming and transforming power in 
Jesus Christ. 


The Gospel is for the whole man — and it 
vegins by changing him from within. His 
desperately wicked heart must be created anew 
in the likeness of his Saviour. 

Every Christian whose thinking is directed 
by the Holy Spirit must be concerned for this 


desperately needy world. Let us never forget 
that until the hearts of men are changed society 
itself cannot be changed. 

—L. N. B. 





Just the Simple Gospel 


Highly effective is the work of our mission- 
aries in Formosa. Driven to that island kingdom 
by the Communist expulsion from the mainland, 
undaunted they have “dug in” and are doing 
an evangelistic crusade that is reaping a har- 
vest of souls. One particularly interesting fea- 
ture is the winning of all classes, including 
what might be called the intelligentsia and high 
officials in the government and in the army. 
Not only the “common people” hear them glad- 
ly, but there are notable conversions of the 
“higher ups”. 


A letter just received from Rev. and Mrs. E. H. 
Hamilton, in Taipei, Taiwan, reports as 
follows: “This morning we had a_ wonder- 
fully responsive audience at our English Wor- 
ship Service at Friendship Corner. We had 
about one hundred of the finest Chinese in the 
world present, and fifteen or twenty Americans. 
Nearly every Sunday we have quite a few Gen- 
erals, Colonels, Majors, College Professors, many 
Legislators (both women and men), and Gov- 
ernment Officials, as well as University Stu- 
dents. Recently we baptized a Major General. 
a Captain, a Medical Officer, an Engineer, and 
two University Students. 


“Included among the beloved friends to whom 
this letter goes are many fellow-ministers, my 
brothers through the years. May I address one 
paragraph just to you? You’d be surprised how 
these Generals, and College professors, and 
American-educated Chinese here at Friendship 
Corner respond to the simple story of the Love 
of God in Christ. If I should try to expound 
to them the nebulous theological hypotheses 
of Paul Tillich, or the existential speculations 
of Soren Kierkegaard, I wouldn’t get to first 
base, even with these Ph.D’s. But the stark 
fact of sin, and need of a Saviour, and the de- 
monstrable fact of forgiveness, and cleansing, and 
peace and joy and power through the Living 
Indwelling Christ are things they can and do 
grasp. There are some who would look upon 
Tell Me the Old, Old Story of Jesus and His 
Love as outgrown sentimentalism; but it is still 
the Power of God unto Salvation. And more 
and more as a dying man to a dying man, I am 
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driven back to Paul, and with him determine 
to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified (I Cor. 2:2) Christ Jesus whom God 
made our wisdom, our righteousness, and sancti- 
fication and redemption (I Cor. 1:30); Christ 
our Life (Col. 3:4); Christ in you, the Hope 
of Glory (Col. 1:27) .” ut C= 





The Symphony of Life 


The organ peals out the beautiful and in- 
spiring strains of the Doxology, and if you are 
thinking instead of singing you wonder—those 
pipes, how can they do it? But the answer is in 
the harmony. The sound of any one pipe would 
be raucous — alone — but each is essential to 
the symphony. One makes a high note, another 
a low note, but together, responding to the 
touch of the organist, they make — the Dox- 
ology. 


It is so with Christians. God is the organist 
and He is playing on the chords of our hearts 
and souls, producing the Symphony of Life. 
There are many notes, as many as there are 
Christians, but there is only one melody, which 
is a song of praise and thanksgiving to our 
heavenly Father for all His many blessings and 
beneficences to us. 


Occasionally a Christian fails to yield to the 
touch of the Organist and a discord results. 
You see that happen in churches where indi- 
viduals assert their own wills and schisms and 
disagreements arise among the members. And 
then there are dead notes which do not sound 
at all or perhaps are “flatted”. They muffle 
the music and destroy the harmony. 


We cannot all sound the same note. We have 
different gifts and talents. Paul tells us about 
that in First Corinthians, twelfth chapter, but 
we must be ready when the hand of God touches 
our “note” 


Perhaps the call is for a teacher or a mis- 
sionary, or perhaps you are talented merely as a 
testifier for Him, but mistake not, you are 
talented for something. Think now before it is 
too late. When God's melody peals out both 
now and hereafter, wouldn’t it be tragic if your 
keynote was not a part of that Heavenly sym- 
phony? 


—R. LeC. 





WANTED — Dedicated teachers for Christian 
Day School operated by Presbyterian church. 
Openings for ‘59-60 term in first, second- 
third, and sixth-seventh grades. Contact Miss 
Carolyn Williams, Principal, West End Chris- 
tian School, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, 
Virginia. 








PAGE 4 





The War Is Over 


(I have been reading J. B. Phillip’s Transla- 
tion of the New Testament lately and have come 
on some striking translations to which I wish 
to call attention. This is one of them) 


“Then he came and told both you who were 
far from God and us who were near that the 
war was over”. (Ephesians 2:17) 

I have lived through two World Wars and 
knew from personal experience how glad we 
all were when we heard that the war was over. 
Manv celebrated the event in the wrong way, 
but all were happy to know that peace had come. 

The Good News has come to mankind who 
have sinned and rebelled and are at war with 
God that the war is over. God has made peace 
through the cross of Jesus Christ: “that he 
might recencile both unto God in one body by 
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: and 
came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh”. 


He is our peace. He made this peace by the 
sacrifice of Himself, and now all of us, both 
Jews and Gentiles can have peace in believing 
on Him Who was made sin for us who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. 


Yes. the war is over! Let us shout it from 
housetops. We can have the assurance that 
Jesus saves and fills our hearts with His blessed 
peace: My peace I give unto you. 

Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of 

sin; 

The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 


Sweet peace, the gift of God’s love and grace! 
Do you and I have it in our hearts? Do we 
have the joy of knowing that the war is over? 


te: P. 


Billy Graham in New Zealand 
EDITOR’S NOTE: We are indebted to Dr. 


Miller for sending us this unsolicited report on the 
work which God has done, and will continue to do, 
in New Zealand. 


At his suggestion we have written one of the 
Sydney ministers asking him to report on the cru- 
sade now taking place in that city. 

Dr. Miller is a clergyman of the Church of Eno- 
land (Anglican). H.B.D. 








The long-expected, and much prayed for, visit of 
Dr. Billy Graham to New Zealand, concluded last 
evening. It was just a whirlwind tour of six days’ 
duration, sandwiched in between his major Crvu- 
sades in Melbourne and Sydney, Australia. But 
Dr. Graham found such a hearty response to his 
message on the part of the two and a half million 
people in New Zealand, that he had no hesitation 
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in announcing his intention to return in three or 
four years’ time for an All-New Zealand Crusade. 


In this country there are four ‘main Cities’, two 
in the North Island, and two in the South. Billy 
went to three of them: Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch; but not to the fourth, Dunedin— 
founded by Scots Prebyterian settlers, and the 
smallest of the four, with a population of 100,000 
(Auckland, the largest, has a population of 400,- 
000). Very magnanimously, he publicly acknowl- 
edged his mistake in omitting Dunedin from this 
tour; and promised, or ‘threatened’ (as he whim- 
sically added), a visit there next time too. 


In the three centres visited, Association Evan- 
gelists prepared the way: Grady Wilson in Auck- 
land, Leighton Ford in Wellington, and Joseps 
Blinco (an English Methodist) in Christchurch. 
The climax came in each of these places, with a 
two-day appearance by Dr. Graham himself. The 
meetings were held in the largest sports grounds 
available; and the attendances equalled and even 
surpassed those seen at the recent New Zealand- 
South Africa Rugby Test Matches. Needless to 
say, this fact alone captured the imagination of the 
country, and stimulated Press publicity. 


From Auckland, attendances of 50,000 and 
60,000 were reported. The Christchurch figures 
were upwards of 50,000 the first night, and more 
than 50,000 the second night( and the last of the 
tour). Though the season was late, and there was 
a chill in the night air, the weather was favorable 
for these gatherings, as it was for the Sunday 
afternoon meeting in Wellington’s Athletic Park, 
when there were 35,000 present. The smallest 
meeting was the second one in Wellington, on the 
Monday evening, when it was very cold, and Dr. 
Graham announced that he was wearing,, in 
addition to his ordinary clothes, two sweaters, a 
heavy woolen overcoat, and his pajamas! And yet, 
although there were only fifteen to seventeen thou- 
sand people present, the address was, in this writer’s 
judgment, the most powerful of the six, being 
based on the text, Gal. 6:14—“God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


The good and the great showed an interest in 
the meetings. In Auckland, Dr. Graham chatted 
with the Governor-General of New Zealand, Lord 
Cobham. In Wellington, including the Prime Min- 
ister, Rt. Hon. Walter Nash, who spoke most 
appropriately, and the Deputy-Leader of the Op- 
position, Hon. R. Marshall. The American 
Archbishop attended the Wellington meetings; and 
in each city the Mayor extended a welcome on 
behalf of the citizens. Another personality whose 
attendance at a meeting hit the headlines was 
Johnny Devlin, Rock and Roll champion, and idol 
of many teen-agers. He told Billy Graham that 
he was conscious of a great spiritual hunger on 
the part of youth today; and promised Dan Piatt 


ro he would read a chapter of the Bible every 
ay. 
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Had the Tour been confined to the three Cities, 
it would have been memorable enough. But through 
Post Office land-lines, Relay meetings were held 
in sixty other cities and towns, in most of which 
places all six addresses given by Dr. Graham were 
heard. The total figures are not yet available; but 
from the nineteen South Island centres, attendances 
totaling 82,592, and decisions totaling 2,130 have 
been reported. Altogether probably more than 
20,000 people have made decisions in these six days. 
The biggest number one night in one place, was 


at Auckland: about 4,000. 


All in all we thank God for the inspiration and 
challenge of these days, and take courage for the 
continuing task of Christian witness at the con- 
gregational level. My own congregation has been 
deeply influenced, as appears from the many de- 
cisions registered, some of them most interesting 
cases; and we look forward to the follow up. 

(Rev.) R. Strang Miller 
St. Ninian’s Manse, 
Blenheim, N. Z. 
9th April, 1959 














Sir: 

The stand concerning the proposed revision to 
the Westminster Confession of Faith in your last 
two issues is little short of astounding. The doc- 
trines propounded in them approach very nearly 
the complete antithesis of Reformed theology. You 
cannot hold that two people who are not “joined 
together by God” are in reality ever married IN 
THE SIGHT OF GOD no matter how much for- 
mality they may go through. To say otherwise 
would be to imply that the Church forces God, by 
its ceremonial utterances, to recognize a marriage 
which is not a true one. This is not Reformed 
theology. 


We can think of no better way to state the 
Christian view of this matter than that chosen by 
the men who drew up this amendment: “The re- 
marriage of divorced persons may be sanctioned 
by the Church in keeping with the redemptive Gos- 
pel of Christ, when sufficient penitence for sin and 
failure is evident, and a firm purpose of and en- 
deavor after Christian marriage is manifested.” 
Admittedly this will involve borderline decisions 
and spiritual insight on the part of the ministers 
working with couples, but only by stating the 
matter in such a way can the full truth of the 
Christian Gospel be preserved. We feel that your 
publication is doing a great disservice to our 
Church in printing these views from the sect with- 
in the Church which is represented by these ar- 
ticles in question. 

King College 

Bristol, Tenn. 
W. L. Holshouser, Jr. 
J. H. Christy 


EDITOR’S NOTE: According to this concept the 
ability of a couple to make a go of their marriage 
determines whether it is valid before God. We be- 
lieve the vows of matrimony are sacred and not 
subject to revision by man. 
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Moderator’s Address 


Delivered by PHILIP F. HOWERTON, Moderator 
Opening of the 99th General Assembly 


Druid Hills Presbyterian Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 
7:30 p.m., April 23, 1959 


SCRIPTURE: ROMANS 13:1-10 


It would be difficult for me to give a title to 
this address or even to say what sort of address 
it is going to be, but I can tell you what it is not 
going to be: 


First, it is not going to be a sermon. Of the 
518 Commissioners here tonight 259 are ministers 
and every one of them could preach a better sermon. 
I have asked a man to preach for you on Sunday 
morning, Dr. Stoffel, my own pastor, so I am sure 
you will hear then a fine sermon. 


Second, it is not going to be a “report.” I have 
written out a report on my year’s activities and 
copies will be available to you, and if there be 
no objections that report will be printed in the 
Assembly’s Minutes. I don’t know how to make 
a “report” into an interesting speech. 


Again, this talk is not going to be an expression 
of my opinions on various issues, nor is it to be a 
set of pronouncements. I have my own very defi- 
nite feeling that in our Presbyterian form of 
government that I, as Moderator, should be mighty 
careful about making pronouncements. 


So, my address tonight will be centered on two 
things: First, the influence that our Presbyterian 
and Reformed faith has had upon our philosophy 
of government, and secondly, upon the philosophy 
of each of us as individual Christians. 


How better could we begin our thinking than 
by a discussion of the influence of John Calvin, 
the 450th anniversary of whose birth we celebrate 
this year. 


To repeat, I would like to talk to you on the 
influence this great man has had upon us, first, as 
to our form of government and then upon us as 
individuals. 


D’Aubigne, the great historian of the Reforma- 
tion, tells us that John Calvin is indeed “The 
father of the Great American Republic.” Although 
born and educated in France, at an early age 
Calvin went to Geneva, that city which had fought 
for and loved its independence. Calvin recodified 
the Genevan laws and constitution and was the 
leading spirit in its representative democratic gov- 
ernment. 


Calvin’s dominant thought is the infinite and 
transcendent sovereignty of God, to know whom is 
man’s supreme end. Out of this theology has grown 
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the conviction that man is accountable to God. 
that all earthly and temporal authority is from 
God, and that all governments, civil and religious, 
are finally accountable to God. 

. * - * 


During the latter part of the sixteenth centun 
Edwin Sandys, the son of an English clergyman 
with several other young men, went to Geneva 
to study Calvin’s system of theology. The influence 
of these young men was so far-reaching, that it be- 
came to be known as the Genevan Influence in 
the Anglican Church. Calvin’s philosophy of gov- 
ernment ma‘le a profound impression upon young 
Sandys. Sandys later stated, “If our God from 
heaven did constitute and direct a form of Govern- 
ment on earth is was that of Geneva.” Later, this 
man, then Sir Edwin Sandys, became secretary of 
the London company for the Colony of Virginia and 
wrote the charter for that colony. It outlined the 
form of government providing for elected repre- 
sentatives to the legislative body of the colony. 
There are today in Virginia four “cities” which 
have been continuously electing representatives t 
Virginia's government since 1619. This form of 
government was so effective and so conducive to 
a spirit of independence that King James soon re- 
voked most of its powers, but fortunately allowed 
the form to remain. So the form of government 
written by Edwin Sandys continues in Virginia, 
with modifications, to this day, and became one of 
the bases of our own national government. 


In 1769 James Madison of Orange County, Vir- 
ginia, entered the college of New Jersey, now 
Princeton, completed his undergraduate work and 
remained another year to study theology under the 
direction of its president, John Witherspoon. 
Witherspoon, the only clergyman to sign the Decla- 
ration of Independence, was a great Scottish the- 
ologian who was in turn, a product of the Cal- 
vinistic system which had been brought to Scotland 
by John Knox and nurtured in that Presbyterian 
nation. King James never found Scotland’s spirit 
of independence quite palatable. He once said 
“A Scottish presbytery as well agreeth with 
monarchy, as God and the Devil.” James Madison 
was profoundly influenced in his thinking by John 
Witherspoon. He became a powerful figure w 
Virginia politics. Much of the legislation enacted 
in that Commonwealth having to do with religious 
freedom was sponsored by James Madison. Mad- 
ison wrote an outline of a new system of govern- 
ment, in essence. the “Virginia Plan” presented in 
the Constitutional convention by Edmund Jennings 
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Randolph. It was the basis of the conventicn’s 
deliberations which resulted in the Constitution 
favorably voted in September 1787. Madison took 
a leading part in the debates of the convention; 
many minute and wise provisions are due to 
Madison. In spite of opposition from George Mason 
and other powerful figures, Madison induced Vir- 
ginia’s delegation to stand by the constitution in 
the convention. He is generally recognized as the 
chief author of our federal Constitution. 


It is unquestionably true that the theological 
training which Edwin Sandys and James Madison 
received had largely influenced the writing of the 
documents which have guaranteed our civil and re- 
ligious freedom in America. For this heritage all 
of us of the Presbyterian and Reformed faith are 
deeply indebted. This heritage is a blessing which 
we should cherish and pass on to posterity. 

* * * 

But while it is both just and proper that our 
ancestors should have the honor of the first mention 
on an occasion like the present, we would be 
negligent of our duty if we did not face up to the 
responsibility that is ours today to continue the 
benefits of this system to this present and suc- 
ceeding generations. That has been the chief em- 
phasis of my work this year as Moderator of our 
General Assembly. 


Probably the cardinal tenet of the Reformation 
is expressed in the phrase, “The Priesthood of 
Believers”. The simple elements of this doctrine 
re: that none needs another to intervene between 
his soul and God; that none can thus intervene for 
another; that every soul may and must stand for 
itself in personal relationship with God. Calvin’s 
system of theology, of which this priesthood of 
believers is one of the cardinal doctrines, has had 
a great value in the history of Christian thought. 
It has appealed to and evoked a high order of 
intelligence, and its insistence on pefsonal, individual 
salvation has borne worthy fruit. So, also, its 
insistence on the chief end of man to know and 
to do the will of God has made for the building 
of solid character. Its effects are most clearly 
seen in Scotland, in puritan England and in the 
New England states, but its influence was and is 
felt among peoples that have had little desire or 
claim to be called Calvinists. Its chief effect, how- 
ever, has been in the formation of the philosophy of 
men who have come under its influence du ing these 
450 years, 


This philosophy of life which has come down 
to us through our forefathers has resulted in the 
building of men of character who have had their 
leavening influence upon the affairs of this nation, 
and upon the course of the world’s history. It is 
only through the actions of such men that the 
Church can effect secular reforms in the world, 
political, social or economic. The Church can re- 
form law by reforming the lawyers and judges, 
she can reform politics by reforming the politicians, 
she can reform business by reforming the business- 
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men, she can reform society by reforming social 
leaders, and in no other way. 


And how important this philosophy of life is! 
When Jesus ascended into heaven He left His 
religion in the hands of MEN. That is the dis- 
tinctive mark of Christianity. Mohammed wrote 
his in a book, Confucius left his in his sayings, 
but Jesus left no written words except as they 
were engraved on the hearts of His redeemed 
followers, and He empowered them by the Holy 
Spirit to build His church on the earth. His 
church is today in the hands of men. 


The philosophy of the men who compose this 
Assembly is the most important thing about the 
Assembly. Changing conditions alter opinions, but 
a sound Christian philosophy is almost always a 
sure guide. Human nature is the same today as 
it was 500 years ago and it will be the same 
500 years hence. The very essence of our Presby- 
terian form of representative government, as of our 
national government, is that you are here, not as 
DELEGATES with instructions from a particular 
church or a particular presbytery, but as COM- 
MISSIONERS to act in accordance with the dic- 
tates of your enlightened conscience. If we proceed 
on that basis, then we can have full confidence of 
the judgment of this Court, that we will know 
that the advice of Gamaliel to the Sanhedrin will 
also be valid here: “If this work be of men, it 
will come to naught; but if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight 
against God.” 


Briefly I would mention some characteristics 
which mark the actions of men who are a product 
of this philosophy of life: 


First, I would put CONSCIENCE. What surer 
guide to action can be found than the dictates of 
an enlightened conscience! How is it to be en- 
lightened? Certainly its enlightenment must begin 
with a proper relationship to God. If man realizes 
and believes in the infinite holiness of God and 
knows that he is accountable to Him, he will have a 
conscience that reminds him of his continuing re- 
sponsibility, not only to God but to mankind! 
How that contributes to the dignity of man! This 
is not a philosophy of perfectionism, but rather one 
of a desire to do right. We must add Christian 
education—Calvin argued that there is no effective 
education apart from Christianity. 


Another fruit of this philosophy is CONVIC- 
TION. If a man is satisfied in his heart and his 
conscience that he is right, then he is constantly 
strengthened by a firm conviction. Men respect 
conviction even though they may disagree. When 
conviction is defined as a strong persuasion or belief, 
then surely it must lead a man to put into effect 
the dictates of an enlightened conscience. 


Woodrow Wilson, a great Presbyterian Elder 
and the son of a great Presbyterian minister, was 
a man of profound conviction: think what influence 
that has had upon the history of our generation. 


PAGE 7 
















































































































































































The third element is COURAGE. What would 
the world do without personal moral courage! For 
simple courage modern psychology has no expla- 
nation, but were it not for courage the psychiatrists’ 
offices would be overflowing. Courage marks the 
career of practically every man who has stood 
out in the history of this country. Who could deny 
the inspiration and the example of the great courage 


of that peerless Presbyterian Elder, John Foster 
Dulles. 


But finally and added to all of these is another 
characteristic, so necessary in these days, COM- 
MON SENSE. There is no conflict between 
Christianity and common sense, the two go hand 
in hand. Ordinarily we do not consider common 
sense as a word in relation to Jesus Christ, but 
how He possessed it in full measure! Have you 
ever considered how many of His miracles were 
accompanied by common sense results? For ex- 
ample, the production of the wine at the marriage 
in Cana, the feeding of the five thousand, the 
instruction to let the palsied man down through 
the roof. In his dealing with every problem con- 
cerning man Jesus never overlooked the physical 
problem. How can we in our judgments, whether 
moral or spiritual, fail to consider human needs? 
Surely a great deal of common sense is going to 
be needed in the next few days of this Assembly. 


CONSCIENCE, CONVICTION, COUR- 
AGE, COMMON SENSE—all of these are char- 
acteristics that result from this philosophy of life of 
the Presbyterian and Reformed Faith. 


But there is a fifth quality that should be added 
to all these, COMPASSION. Without this the 
others lack the Christian imperative, for this is 
the Christian imperative. Victor Hugo in his im- 
mortal Les Miserables expressed through the saintly 
bishop who led Jean Val Jean to Christ, the various 
names by which God is termed in the Bible: Al- 
mighty, Creator, Light, Lord, Providence, Holiness. 
Then he says, “But Solomon names Thee Mercy, 
and that is the fairest of all Thy names.” King Sol- 
omon, in his prayer for guidance as he accepted his 
appointment as ruler of Israel, asked only that God 
would give him an understanding heart that he 
might properly judge his people. Surely compassion 
is necessary for an understanding heart. 


The whole gospel is summarized in this: 


“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” 


Every motivation we know, whether reason, 
conscience or emotion reminds us of our own in- 
dividual accountability to God. All through the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation the theme of 
God’s redemption and man’s resultant responsibility 
runs like a golden thread. 


Time and again we are reminded of our royal 
status as His chosen people and our responsibilities 
as His priesthood on earth. The apostle Peter 
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summarizes it in his glorious statement, “Ye are a 


chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an_ holy 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should show forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” 
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istinctive Teachings of Presbyterianism 


By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 


Professor-Emeritus Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur, Ga. 


Originally delivered to the Jubilee Assembly in Augusta, Ga. 


The word Presbyterianism is used in this con- 
nection not in its primary sense of a system of 
polity, but in its secondary sense of a system of 
doctrine. Presbyterianism in this signification 
is practically synonymous with Calvinism de- 
fined as the doctrinal system confessed by the 
Reformed churches. So that for the purposes 
of this address Presbyterianism and Calvinism 
may be and will be used interchangeably. 


Now if I understand my present task, it is 
to show what the distinctive teachings of Pres- 
byterianism are, without raising the question 
as to their truth. My business is not to argue, 
but to affirm; not to defend, but to define; not 
to pronounce a panegeric, but to undertake an 
exposition. So the spirit and purpose of this 
address are not controversial but educational. 


It is generally recognized and admitted, I 
think, that Calvinism is the most consistently 
and completely developed system of Christian 
thought that has ever been offered for the ac- 
ceptance of mankind. 


In popular opinion the distinguishing teach- 
ings of the Presbyterian church are embraced 
in the historic Five Points of Calvinism: Total 
depravity, Unconditional election, Limited 
Atonement, Irresistible grace, Perseverance of 
saints. A better analysis and summary of our 
system of doctrine are contained in the Nine 
Points of Dr. Charles Hodge, which he denomi- 
nates Augustinianism: 


1. The highest and ultimate end of all things 
is the glory of God. 


2. For that end God purposed the creation of 
the universe, and the whole plan of providence 
and redemption. 


3. He placed man in a state of probation, 
making Adam, the parent of all, the head and 
representative of the race. 


_ 4. The fall of Adam brought all his posterity 
into a state of sin and misery, out of which 
they are utterly unable to deliver themselves. 


5. From the mass of fallen men God elected 
some, many, to eternal life, and left the rest to 
the just recompense of their sins. 


6. The ground of this election was the good 
pleasure of God, and not the foresight of any- 
thing good in the one class to distinguish them 
favorably from the members of the other class. 
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7. For the salvation of those thus chosen to 
eternal life, God gave His Son to become man, 
obey, suffer, and die to make satisfaction for 
sin and bring in everlasting righteousness. 


8. The Holy Spirit, in His common operation, 
is present with every man, so long as he lives, 
restraining evil and exciting good, but His cer- 
tainly efficacious and saving power is exercised 
only in behalf of the elect. 


9. All those whom God has thus chosen to 
life, and for whom Christ especially gave Him- 
self in the covenant of redemption, shall cer- 
tainly come to Him and be eternally saved. 


The thoroughgoing Presbyterian accepts both 
these schemes, but the ultimate principle of 
Presbyterianism while implied in each is ex- 
pressed in neither. In our present inquiry we 
are looking first for the controlling point of 
view, the organific idea in Presbyterianism. 
Among the teachings that distinguish us from 
others is there one that is the root of the rest, 
one from which the others may be derived? 


Calvinistic interpreters of their own scheme 
are generally agreed that the fontal idea of 
Calvinism is the God-concept. Open the Bible, 
the Book of God, and behold, God is the fronti- 
spiece. “In the beginning God.” Open our 
Standards, and, lo, God is on the doorsill. In 
the forefront of the Confession is a chapter on 
the word and will of God. Why? Because the 
Bible is the source book of Calvinism. Calvin- 
ism professes to begin where the Bible begins, 
to go where it leads, and to stop where it stops. 


The master thought of Presbyterianism is not 
any particular truth about God, but God Him- 
self, the grand Original and Originator; He is 
the primary and productive principle of Calvin- 
istic Presbyterianism. But when a Presbyterian 
becomes analytical and begins to specify and ar- 
range particular truths about God, which does 
he single out for emphasis and exaltation above 
the rest? The answer is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth: not Divine predestination but Divine 
sovereignty, under which predestination is sub- 
sumed. 


Sovereignty, as defined by Presbyterians, is 
not an attribute of God. It is a truth which 
roots in, rises out of, His attributes. God is a 
spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in 
His being and attributes — in His self-existence 
and self-sufficiency, and in His wisdom, power, 
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holiness, justice, goodness and truth. Being all 
that and more, sovereignty is His by eternal and 
inalienable right. God’s sovereignty I define as 
His right and power to do as He pleases with 
His own. And all things are His own. “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world and they that dwell therein.” He brought 
the universe into existence in all its elements, 
potencies and processes. He made it and con- 
tinues to make it. His right of sovereignty rests 
on His ownership, and His ownership rests on 
His creatorship. God’s sovereignty inheres in 
and is the consequence of His constitutive at- 
tributes and creative activities. 

His sovereignty is marked by two grand char- 
acteristics. One is universality. It is all inclusive, 
nothing lies outside of it. Everything in His 
creation and providence is subject and sub- 
servient to, contingent upon and consistent with, 
His sovereign will. The second grand character- 
istic of divine sovereignty is morality. His sov- 
ereignty is the result of His attributes, and is 
exercised according to His attributes. His sov- 
ereignty is His right and power to do as He 
pleases with His own, and He always pleases to 
do right. There is nothing arbitrary or capri- 
cious about the formation and execution of His 
sovereign purpose. Every choice and every ac- 
tivity is infinitely rational and moral. 

So the Calvinist will not allow anyone to get 
God’s sovereignty in opposition to His justice, 
or His love, or His fatherhood. The Presbyterian 
doctrine of divine sovereignty is not in contrast 
to, but in accord with divine justice, love and 
fatherhood. To the Presbyterian, God is the 
sovereign Father or the fatherly Sovereign. 

This sovereign God works by decree. “Decree” 
is almost as characteristic a term in the vocabu- 
lary of Presbyterians as sovereignty. The term is 
unfortunate though not inaccurate. If we should 
speak of God’s purpose and plan rather than 
of His decree, our doctrine would be less con- 
tested and detested. 


The God of Presbyterians has a purpose. The 
purpose He now has He has always had. It is 
as perfect as He, being the expression of His 
character. He could not change it for the better, 
He will not change it for the worse. 


The goal toward which everything moves, up- 
on which all things converge, is the glory of 
God. God’s glory is His perfections. The mani- 
festation of His glory consists in His showing 
and sharing His perfections. 


The master thought of Presbyterianism, then 
is its thought of God. As a world and life view 
it is theocentric. It is theism and supernatural- 
ism in their highest expression. 


The second major distinctive teaching of Pres- 
byterianism is its doctrine of man. The interest 
of Calvinism in man is only second to its in- 
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terest in God. Calvin in beginning his Institutes 
of the Christian Religion says that wisdom con. 
sists principally of the knowledge of God and 
the knowledge of man, and that these kinds of 
knowledge are so intimately related that one 
can scarcely tell which precedes and produces 
the other. They may almost be said to condition 
each other. 


Our doctrine of man depicts him in three 
estates, namely, the estate of innocence, the 
estate of sin, and the estate of grace and glory. 
The fundamental truth about man in his every 
estate is the truth of his dependence. The man 
Christ Jesus, man at his best, in the days of his 
flesh said, “I can of myself do nothing” (John 
5:30). How absolute the dependence thus ex- 
pressed! Human dependence answers to divine 
sovereignty. They are complementary truths, 
each is necessary to the other. Either both are 
true or neither is true. They stand or fall to- 
gether. 


Man in his primitive state bore the image 
of God. Calvinism has its peculiar account of 
that image. It is broader and more inclusive 
than any other. Other views of the divine simili- 
tude in man are partial; they err by defect. The 
excellence of the Calvinistic view is its fulness, 
completeness. 


The image of God in man consists not in his 
rational nature alone, as the Pelagians aver; nor 
in his spiritual attributes alone, as the Lutherans 
affirm; nor alone in his dominion over the 
lower creation, as the Socinians teach: but in all 
three. As elements of the divine image in man 
we recognize the essential attributes of per- 
sonality, intelligence, sensibility, and will; the 
accidental attributes of morality, knowledge, 
righteousness, holiness; and the consequential 
attribute of office and dignity, the right to rule. 
Man’s image consisted (1) in his nature — 
personal, spiritual, (2) in his character — up- 
right; (3) in his dignity — with dominion over 
the creatures. 


A nobler, more scriptural view of man in his 
original state has never been conceived. He 
was neither too low to fall nor too high to rise, 
being perfect in endowment and adjustment, 
with possibilities of endless progress and develop- 
ment; yet liable to fall. 
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And fall he did. The fall was fatal. In Calvin- 
istic terminology there are three words which 
describe man’s condition in the state of sin. 
These words are much spoken against outside 
of Calvinistic circles, but let us speak them out 
here, not softly and shamefacedly, but firmly. 
These words are depravity, death, inability. The 
depravity is total, the death is actual — a fact 
not a figure — and the inability is entire in 
the sphere of the spiritual. 

Fallen man cannot by any means revivify his 
soul, recover his lost position, or reestablish his 
broken connection. Down in the dust of 
spiritual death he cannot get up. Out in the 
dark and cold of alienation he cannot get back 
into the light and warmth of God’s favor and 
fellowship. Yet though thus disabled he is re- 
sponsible. He ought, must, but he cannot. 
Here the distinction of Calvinistic teaching 
comes sharply out. Presbyterianism is disting- 
uished by its apparent contradictions: by its 
combination of seeming incompatibles, by its 
union of logical opposites and moral irrecon- 
cilibles. I refer first to the doctrines of absolute 
predestination and human freedom, and second- 
ly, to the doctrines of human inability and hu- 
man responsibility. Others say that the human 
mind cannot accept these opposites and hold 
them together, for they conflict, they fight. If 
the mind take one, it must reject the other. The 
Calvinistic mind accepts both, and does so not 
in contradiction of its fundamental principle of 
divine sovereignty, but under compulsion of it; 
not in despite of it, but because of it. 


So the Calvinist grasps with one hand the 
truths of divine sovereignty and human free- 
dom and with the other hand the truths of hu- 
man dependence and responsibility, and holds 
them up with equal firmness as the two sides 
of the roof of a house, which meet, he must be- 
lieve, at a ridgepole above the clouds. And, as 
one of the Alexanders has said, he who accepts 


only one side has only a half a roof over his 
head. 


The Calvinistic account of man in sin is dark, 
very dark. Is there no light? The consequences 
of sin in Calvinistic theology seem intolerable 
even to thought. Is there no escape? Yes, thank 
God. Turn a page, and there is light and an 
open road. Over against the Calvinistic doc- 
trine of man in sin I hasten to set the Calvinistic 
doctrine of man in grace. Here we enter the 
field of soteriology. The Presbyterian doctrine 
of salvation stands out in strong distinction to 
that of other schools of interpretation. 


In the effectuating of salvation two wills are 
involved — the will of God and the will of 
man. The relation of these two wills to re- 
generation, which is the initiation of the pro 
cess, is a matter of disagreement and debate be- 
tween Calvinists and others. All others ascribe 
to the human will a part, some a large part, in 
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determining the question whether a given soul 
is to be saved or not. All, except Pelagians, will 
readily admit that God’s action is first, that His 
grace is precedaneous and necessary, but man 
by his assent or dissent, assistance or resistance, 
decides the issue. 

Thus in other types of theology man is rep- 
resented as assisting at his own birth, or as of- 
fering effective opposition thereto. So in the final 
analysis the success or failure, victory or defeat of 
the grace of God is referred to the will of man. 
Consequently regeneration, which is the origina- 
tion of divine life and salvation in a lost soul, 
is a joint work, and the credit of it is divided 
between the two agents. God the Saviour shares 
the glory of salvation with man the saved. 


In the Calvinistic doctrine of salvation the 
relation of the wills in regeneration is very dif- 
ferently conceived. The action of the human 
will is not concurrent with that of the divine but 
consequent, not simultaneous but subsequent; 
and is therefore not in any sense or measure the 
cause of regeneration but is itself caused by re- 
generation: is not at all decisive of the event but 
is itself determined by the event. God inaugu- 
rates salvation in the human soul without the 
aid of the human will. The human will be- 
comes active after the deed, not before it. The 
credit and the praise for salvation Calvinism 
gives without division to God. 


As has often been remarked, the adherents of 
all types of theology are Calvinists in their wor- 
ship. In their devotions they heartily, grate- 
fully, and unanimously acknowledge God as 
the author of their salvation. Presbyterians are 
Calvinists in their preaching as well as in their 
praying, on their feet before men as well as on 
their knees before God. The theology of their 
prayers and hymns and the theology of their 
sermons and dissertations are not two theologies 
but one theology. Before their salvation their 
cry is, Woe is me, I am undone; God be merci- 
ful to me the sinner. After their salvation they 
make mention of God’s righteousness and 
Christ’s merit, of these only. 


The difference between Presbyterians and 
others in soteriology is not confined to the first 
stage of salvation but extends to all the stages 
of the final issue. All who hold that man’s 
entrance into the state of grace depends in the 
last analysis on man’s will must hold and do 
hold that man’s continuance in that state de- 
pends on his will. If a man enters that state 
by his own choice, by his own choice he may 
leave it. Having begun, he mav not finish, hav- 
ing risen out of the sickness of sin, he may suffer 
a relapse and perish in sin. From the day of 
his new birth, to the day of his natural death 
his salvation is in jeopardy every hour. 


But the Presbyterian who is a true Calvinist 
holds that once in grace always in grace. Since 
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by the election of God man enters the state 
of salvation, by the election of God he will re- 
main in that state. The Calvinist believes in 
the perseverance of saints because he believes in 
the perseverance of God. He challenges all 
enemies of the saved soul whether actual or 
possible, real or imaginary, present or future, 
to separate it from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. There is a triumphant 
note of certainty in the music of Calvinism 
which belongs not to the song of any other con- 
fession. 


Another distinctive emphasis of Calvinism is 
its insistence on the conformity of character and 
conduct to creed and Christian profession — its 
demand that the believer bring forth fruits 
worthy of faith and repentance. It is commonly 
objected to the Presbyterian doctrines of di- 
vine decrees, of divine predestination and hu- 
man perseverance that they logically lead to 
anti-nomianism, to carlessness in living, to in- 
difference to moral claims and requirements. So 
far is this from being true that one of the dis- 
tinguishing features of Presbyterianism is its 
superior moral imperatives and achievements. 


For confirmation I anneal to historv. What 
has been the effect of Calvinistic teaching and 
influence on the morals of men? Philip Schaff 
the church historian, none too partial to Cal- 
vinism. testifies that the strictest Calvinists have 
been the severest moralists. Where in history 
can be found a sterner disciplinarian than John 
Calvin? He was as much horrified at unsound- 
ness in life as in belief. He insisted that these 
who assumed the name of Christ should live 
according to Christ, by choice, if they would; by 
compulsion, if necessary. The Puritans of Old 
England and of New England. for what did they 
stand with uncompromising firmness? For two 
things, the imperialism of the divine will, and 
the imperialism of their own conscience. The 
will of God above, the moral conscience with- 
in — the lordship of these they acknowledged, 
and none other. The sovereignty of morality 
in their conduct answered to the sovereignty of 
God in their creed. 


So that if Calvinism’s picture of man in sin 
is painted in darkest colors, its portraiture of 
man in grace is drawn in colors correspondingly 
bright and glorious. In Calvinism height an- 
swers to deep. Over the deep of man’s sin, in- 
ability, and lostness shines the solid summit of 
salvation, confidence and peace. De profundis, 
gloria in excelsis. And from the height above in- 
to depth below drops the plummet of the cross. 


This leads me to speak in the third and last 
place of our distinctive teachings about Christ. 


Our differences from others in Christology 
relate mainly to the mission of Jesus Christ: 
first, to its nature; then to its design and effect. 
Among evangelicals there is general agreement 
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touching the constitution of Christ’s person, 
and touching the relation of His person so con- 
stituted to the work He came to do. The nature 
of His mission determined the constitution of 
the person of the Redeemer. 


And what was the nature of His mission? All, 
evangelicals and others all are agreed that 
Jesus Christ came into the world on a mission 
of mercy and peace. Calvinists differ from 
others in their insistence that His mission was a 
mission of justice not less than of love. He 
came to reconcile God and man on the basis 
of truth and justice done. Write it with capitals. 


Calvinists say that God may be generous, but 
that He must be just; that He may not be gen- 
erous until He has been just. Mercy is optional, 
justice is necessary. Righteousness and justice 
are the foundation of His throne. Holiness is 
His name, His nature. The adoring speech of 
the seraphim surrounding His throne is not lov- 
ing, loving, loving is Jehovah of hosts, but holy, 
holy, holy. And holiness is not self-imparting 
love, but self-affirming righteousness. 





Everywhere else than in Calvinism the pri- 
mary emphasis is on the love-side of the cross. 
In Calvinism the emphasis on the law-side pre- 
cedes the emphasis on the love-side. Holiness 
limits and conditions love. “Christ executeth 
the office of a priest, in his once offering up of 
himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and 
(thereby) reconcile us to God...” It is at Cal- 
vary that men learn that God is Love. Yes, 
thrice yes; and Calvinism is never weary in 
lifting up its voice to declare that it is at Cal- 
vary that men should learn also that God is 
Righteousness. In the mission and ministry of 
His Son God has made it forever clear not only 
how far He will go to manifest His love, but 
how far He will go to produce and maintain 
holiness in the earth. God set forth His Son 
to show the righteousness of His forbearance 
and forgiveness. Justification is an act of justice 
as well as of grace. And the emphasis of Cal- 
vinism is on the ethical side of that great trans- 
action. 


God sent His only begotten Son into the 
world not onlv to offer mercy to a race of rebels, 
but to execute justice, not upon them, but for 
them. Jesus Christ died for God and man: for 
God first, for man second. For God, that His 
compassions might be righteously released; for 
man, that his sins might be righteously remitted. 
“In him mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” 
At Calvary was done a deed of justice as well 
as of love, and God was the doer. God is a God 
of conscience. He must be just while justifying 
the unjust. His justice is the very stability of 
the moral order, the very security of heaven 
itself. 


A second emphasis of Calvinism in Christ- 
ology is on the design and effect of the mission 
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of Christ. What did God intend in the incarna- 
tion and sacrifice of His Son? In the thought 
of Calvinists the effect of the work of Christ 
is in kind and amount according to the design 
of it. God is accomplishing through Christ all 
He intended. In the purpose and providence 
of God intention determines execution, and ex- 
ecution fulfills and reveals intention. 


The effect of Christ’s mediatorial ministry is 
in some respects universal. All men benefit by 
it. All men are subjects of common grace. 
Since the extent of Christ’s mediation is uni- 
versal, we must hold that the intent of it was 
universal. So Calvinists are in a sense univer- 
salists in their interpretation of Christ’s mission. 
But these general blessings do not amount to 
salvation. Calvinists believe in common grace, 
but not in common sufficient grace. We agree 
with Pascal who said, “Common sufficient grace, 
which suffices not.” 


In the matter of actual salvation Calvinistic 
Presbyterians are particularists, limitationists, 
while all others are universalists. But uni- 
versalists are of two classes. There are those 
who hold and teach universalism of fact. That 
is, that God intended by His Son to purchase 
salvation for all men alike, and by His Spirit 
to apply salvation to all men alike. So that in 
the end all men without exception will be 
saved. Then there are those who believe and 
teach universalism of purpose and possibility. 
They hold that Christ came to live and die for 
all men equally, and that the design and effect 
of Christ’s vicarious service were to make the 
salvation of all men possible. 

Now Presbyterians do not deny that the atone- 
ment of Christ is suitable and sufficient for all, 
but since it does not prove efficient for all, they 
cannot believe that it was meant to be efficient 
for all. They measure the intention by the ex- 
ecution. 


Presbyterians do not object that others open 
wide to men the door to the divine favor. Their 
objection is that they offer men nothing certain 
after they have entered; nay, offer no assurance 
that any will ever enter. For according to them 
not only is all grace amissible; that is, capable of 
being lost after regeneration and conversion: but 
all grace is resistible, and therefore may fail in 
every case to produce regeneration and con- 
version. So that while the invitation is to all 
alike, all alike may decline the invitation. In 
that case, the life and death of Christ would fail 
of fruitage, and the whole vast scheme of God 
in the incarnation and sacrifice of His Son 
would come to naught. For the mere possibility 
of the salvation of all, means the possibility of 
the salvation of none. 

This logical implicate of other systems of 
doctrine surely reveals their error and weakness. 
Calvinists cannot believe that Christ Jesus as- 
sumed human flesh to live and suffer and die 
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for an uncertainty. He came for a definite pur- 
pose, and that purpose will be accomplished in 
toto. Dabney speaks for all Calvinists when 
he says that God intends all He effectuates, and 
effectuates all He intends. Christ came into the 
world to save a people, given Him of God, an 
election of grace, and that people shall certainly 
come to Him and be saved. What He came to 
do is as certain of accomplishment as if already 
done, for it was settled in the councils of 
eternity. For He Himself said, “This is the will 
of him that sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up at the last day.” John 6:39. 


It thus appears that a grand distinctive mark 
of Presbyterianism is its note of certainty, while 
a distinguishing feature of other systems of doc- 
trine is contingency, uncertainty. In other 
schools of thought and schemes of salvation the 
final result is conditioned by the will of man — 
the fallible will of fallen man. In Presbyterian- 
ism everything is referred to the will of God, the 
wise, righteous, sovereign will of the Eternal. 
Presbyterianism thus provides a solid basis for 
faith and hope. It places beneath creation and 
redemption, providence and history, the solidity 
of the divine decree. It thus offers to men a 
refuge from fatalistic despair in a world of dis- 
order and confusion, and yet affords no excuse 
for fatalistic security. 


For while the God of Presbyterianism is work- 
ing all things according to the counsel of His 
own will, He works not by magic but mostly by 
means and motives. And what He works in He 
requires that men shall work out, conforming 
their will and character to His. The God of 
Presbyterianism is working according to a pre- 
determined plan toward a predestined end — 
a moral end, namely, a restored world wherein 
dwelleth righteousness; and He worketh all 
things together with them that love Him, the 
called according to His purpose. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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LESSON FOR MAY 17 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Solomon's Reign 


Background Scripture: I Kings 5; 7:51-8:66; 9:1-11:8 


Devotional Reading: I Kings 8:54-61 


“Solomon in all his glory” became a sort of proverb in Israel, for his reign was a glorious one. But 


peace and prosperity, times of material splendor, are times of danger. Our Intermediate-Senior Topic, 
Temptations of Prosperity, expresses this thought. While Solomon’s reign was a glorious one it was in his 
reign that the seeds were sown which resulted in the disruption of the kingdom and its final over- 
throw. God promised to bless Solomon and make his kingdom an enduring cne, but only on the con- 
dition that He, the True and Living God, be worshiped and obeyed. 


By way of introduction let me review with 
you some of the events which took place be- 
tween the crowning of Solomon as king and 
the fifth chapter when our lesson begins. Be- 
fore his death David urged his son to keep the 
charge of the Lord and walk in His ways. Sol- 
omon took some drastic steps to firmly establish 
himself as king. Adonijah was still living, his 
life having been spared, but upon his making 
a request of Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, that 
he be given Abishag as a wife, Solomon quickly 
saw that he still wanted to seize the kingdom 
and had him put to death. Joab had gone after 
\donijah and he was ordered slain and Shimei 
also. These stern steps seemed necessary. 


Chapter 3 begins with Solomon’s first misstep 
in making affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt 
and marrying his daughter, a heathen woman. 
As yet, however, he still loved the Lord walk- 
ing in the statutes of David his father. He 
went to Gibeon to sacrifice and there God ap- 
peared to him and said, Ask what I shall give 
thee. Solomon asked for an understanding heart 
to judge the people. This answer pleased the 
Lord and He promised him wisdom and also 
riches and honor. We are given a sample of 
that wisdom in his judging between two women 
and their babies. 


Chapter 4 tells us of Solomon’s princes, his 
officers, the peace and largeness of his kingdom. 
His daily provisions, his horses and chariots, 
and his wisdom. And God gave Solomon wis- 
dom and understanding exceeding much, and 
largeness of heart even as the sand that is on 
the seashore. And Solomon’s wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the east coun- 
try, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was 
wiser than all men and his fame was in 


all nations round about. And thev came of 
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all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from 
all kings of the earth, which had heard of his 
wisdom. It does look as though such a wise 
man was bound to succeed as a king. In ask- 
ing for wisdom, he had asked for a good thing, 
and God was pleased with the nature of his re- 
quest. Had he asked for the best thing? Sup- 
pose he had asked God to keep him from idola- 
try and make him a man who was always obedi- 
ent to the will of God? His wisdom did not 
prevent his wandering from God and becoming 
ensnared by the “outlandish” women whom he 
brought into his court. It does seem strange 
that as wise a man would be foolish enough 
to worship heathen gods. His wisdom did not 
keep him from becoming an apostate at least 
for a time. If it were not for God’s promise 
to David that He would not forsake Solomon as 
He forsook Saul, we would be in doubt as to 
his salvation. 


I. Solomon’s League with Hiram, King of 
Tyre: I Kings 5 

Hiram, King of Tyre, had greatly enlarged 
his own city. He was ever a lover and admirer 
of David, and when Solomon came to the throne, 
he seemed to have transferred his love and ad- 
miration to David’s son. He and Solomon made 
a league. He was to furnish the king of Israel 
with timber of cedar and fir and also with 
skilled workmen, “for thou knowest that there 
is not among us any that can skill to hew timber 
like the Sidonians”. “So Hiram gave Solomon 
cedar trees and fir trees according to all his 
desire. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thou- 
sand measures of wheat for food to his house- 
hold, and twenty measures of pure oil: these 
gave Solomon to Hiram year by year”. 


Solomon raised a levy of thirty thousand men 
out of all Israel and sent them to Lebanon ten 
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thousand a month by courses, a month they 
stayed in Lebanen, and two months at home. 
He also had 70, 0 men that bare burdens and 
80,000 hewers in the mountains. And they 
brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed 


stones to lay the foundation of the house of the 
Lord. 


Chapter six tells of the building of the temple. 
It was overlaid, the house within, with pure 
gold. In the fourth year was the foundation of 
the house laid . . . and in the eleventh year ... 
was the house finished. So he was seven years 
in building it, a most costly and beautiful 
temple. Solomon was a great builder. Besides 
the Temple, he built his own house, taking 
thirteen years, and the house of the forest of 
Lebanon. He brought another Hiram out of 
Tyre, a skilled worker in brass to make the 
brazen pillars and molten sea and ten bases, 
and the lavers and shovels and basons. He 
made all the vessels that pertained to the house 
of the Lord of pure gold, with the altar of 


gold, and the table and the candlesticks and 
other vessels. 


II. The Dedication of the Temple: 7:51-8:66 


First, there was the feast of dedication when 
all the men of Israel assembled themselves and 
the elders and the priests took up the ark and 
brought it and all the vessels of the tabernacle. 
Thev sacrificed sheep and oxen that could not 
be told for multitude. The climax is described 
in these words: And it came to pass, when the 
priests were come out of the holy place, that 
the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that 
the priests could not stand to minister because 
of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had 
filled the house of the Lord. When we dedicate 
our churches let us remember that it is “the 
glory of the Lord”, filling the house of the 
Lord, that makes it a sacred place for worship 
and heaven comes down our souls to greet and 
glory crowns the mercy seat. 


Then followed Solomon’s blessing which he 


pronounces upon the congregation of Israel as 
they stood reverently. 


Solomon’s prayer at the dedication is a long, 
beautiful and very comprehensive one. He 
prays “that thine eyes may be open toward this 
house night and day even toward the place of 
which thou hast said, My name shall be there 

and hearken thou to the supplications of 
thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when 
they shall pray toward this place: and hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when 
thou hearest, forgive. In times of trespassing, 
in times when they are smitten before the enemy 
because of their sin, when heaven is shut up 
and there is no rain because of sin. If there 
be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, 
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blasting, mildew, locust or caterpillar; if thy 
people pray towards this house, then forgive 
and give the needed help.” He does not forget 
the stranger who may pray towards the Temple. 
When they go to battle then hear them and 
maintain their cause. If they sin and are carried 
captive and turn and say, We have sinned; then 
hear and forgive. In all it is a wonderfully 
comprehensive prayer very much what we would 
expect from a man like Solomon on an occasion 
like this. He seems to look into the future and 
to cover all the needs of his people. It seems 
very strange that a man who as king could 
kneel before the altar of the Lord and lead 
his people to the very throne of grace, could 
ever depart from the true God. 


He rose from his knees and blessed the whole 
congregation. Let me quote the concluding 
words of his blessing: The Lord our God be 
with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him 
not leave us, nor forsake us: that he may in- 
cline our hearts unto Him, to walk in all His 
ways, and to keep His commandments, and His 
statutes . . . and let these mv words, wherewith 
I have made supplication before the Lord, be 
nigh unto the Lord our God day and night, 
that He maintain the cause of His people Israel 
at all times as every day shall require: that all 
the people of the earth may know that the Lord 
is God, and that there is none else. Let your 
heart be therefore perfect with the Lord our 
God, to walk in His statutes, and to keep His 
commandments, as at this dav. 


What could be a finer ending! Here we see 
Solomon at his best: on his knees and then to 
exhort his people to follow and obey the only 
living and true God. This dedication day was 
a glorious one. 


III. Solomon’s Glory: Chapters 9 and 10 


In these chapters we have more told us of 
his greatness. The Lord appears to him the 
second time and speaks a word of promise and 
warning to him. If he will obey God and follow 
Him, then God will establish the throne of 
thy kingdom upon Israel forever, but if ye shall 
turn from following me then will I cut 
off Israel out of the land which I have given 
them: and this house, which I have hallowed 
for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and 
Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among 
all people. How could Solomon fail to heed 
such as a solemn warning? Solomon built a great 
many cities and had a navv on the shore of the 
Red Sea in the land of Edom. 


Chapter 10 relates the visit of the Queen of 
Sheba. When she saw all the glory of Solomon 
“there was no more spirit in her’. And she said 
to the king, It was a true report that I heard in 
mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom 
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.. . behold the half was not told me: thy wis- 
dom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which 
I heard. They exchanged presents and the 
Queen went back to her country overwhelmed 
by the glory of Solomon. So King Solomon ex- 
ceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and 
for wisdom. 





IV. Solomon’s Shame: Chapter 11:1-8 


But King Solomon loved many strange wom- 
en. These women led him into idolatry. And 
King Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
Think of Solomon sinking so low as to build 
high places for heathen gods! the abomination 
of all the heathen nations. How could Solomon 
sink so low? Read and ponder this chapter. 
Prosperous times are dangerous times! 
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Rev. John Cavitt Blackburn 


The Rev. John Cavitt Blackburn, Southern Pres- 
byterian minister died, after an extended illness, 
at his home in Cayce, South Carolina. March 28th, 
1959. He was born on August 13, 1889 in Co- 
lumbia, S. C. and was the son of Dr. George A. 
Blackburn, pastor for many years at the Second 
(now Arsenal Hill) Presbyterian Church of Co- 
lumbia, S. C. and he was the grandson of Dr. John 
L. Girardeau, Columbia Seminary professor and 
leader at the close of the Nineteenth Century, in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. Many ministers 
were his Huguenot and Scottish-Irish forbears. 


He attended the Presbyterian High School in 
Columbia which his father founded, and the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. He was a graduate of 
the American College of Physical Education in 
Chicago, Ill. Afterwards becoming the Director of 
Physical Education at the University of S. C. un- 
til 1917. Then upon being called to the ministry 
he attended Columbia Theological Seminary. 


His first pastorate was at Fairfax and Hamp- 
ton, South Carolina. This was followed by several 
pastorates in Georgia, at Darien and St. Mary’s, 
Douglas and Clarksville. He also supplied many 
pulpits in Georgia. For the past twenty-five years 
he served as pastor of the West Columbia, South 
Carolina Presbyterian Church. 


His publication ministry included the editing 
of two periodicals: Old Paths and The Blue Banner. 
Both of these championed the cause of conser- 
vative Presbyterianism in issues of doctrine, wor- 
ship, church order and Christian living. A booklet, 
Marah, devotional in character was well-received. 


Having inherited many old and valuable books 
from his father and grandfather he spent his life- 
time adding to that collection with a view to 
making it one of the most complete private South- 
ern Presbyterian libraries in existence. The li- 
brary includes valuable manuscripts from the pens 
of Dr. John L. Girardeau and Dr. R. A. Webb, 
who was his uncle. His bibliography of Southern 
Presbyterian literature is a monument to his 
interest and efforts in the field of making South- 
ern Presbyterian writers known. 


He loved the South and sought to preserve its 
traditions in culture and order. He loved the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and devoted his 
strength to seeking to remind it of its glorious 
past witness, through men such as Palmer, Thorn- 
well, Adger, Girardeau, Webb and others of the 
Columbia Seminary group. He raised his voice 
and used his pen to oppose modern evolutionism, 
in doctrine and the infiltration of worldliness into 
the churches. 


He was a father in Zion to many younger min- 
isters who found his counsels certain and scrip- 
tural, his library a source of inspiration and 
knowledge and his home, with his gracious wife 
serving as hostess, a place of Christian fellow- 
ship and hospitality. Alongside of the granite 
character which marked him as a man of strong 
convictions was the love and kindness which was 
expressed in constant and unpublicized sacrificial 
gifts for widows and orphans in need. 


He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Edith Willing- 
ham Blackburn, two daughters, Mrs. Hunter Nor- 
wood and Mrs. Michael Fryga, and nine grand- 
children. 


With the Apostle Paul he could well have said: 
“T have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God.” (Acts 20:27) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 17 


Department’ * G5 Gd & 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Lords Parables 


Scripture: Matthew 13:10-16 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Tell Me the Story of Jesus” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 


Wonderful Words of Life” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The greatest teacher who ever lived and 
taught on earth is the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
some of His most effective teaching was done 
by means of parables. What is a parable? It is 
defined as “a method of speech in which moral 
or religious truth is illustrated from the analogy 
of common experience”. In simpler words, a 
parable may be defined as “an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning”. Parables are found 
throughout the Bible, but the best known were 
spoken by Jesus. 


There is really no clear difference between 
the metaphor, the simile, and the parable. The 
par able is usually longer than the other two. 
“Ye are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13) 
is a metaphor. “Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
Him.” (Psalm 103:13) is a simile. This is a 
parable: ““The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hid in a field; the which when a man 
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth 
that field.” Matthew 13:14. 


Jesus used parables for two main reasons. (1) 
A parable illustrates and drives home truth in 
a way that a plain statement cannot do. Jesus 
taught that we have a neighborly responsibility 
for all people, but how much clearer and more 
forceful this truth ’ ar by the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Jesus also used parables 
to veil truth from - dh. who would not receive 
a plain statement or who were not ready to 
receive it. He used this same parable of the 
Good Samaritan to lead a Jewish lawyer to pro- 
nounce judgment on himself. The prophet 
Nathan in the Old Testament used the parable 
of the ewe lamb in the same way. (Read II 
Samuel 12:1-7a.) 
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For the remainder of our program we shall 
break up into smaller groups and study the 
parables of the Lord. 


(We are listing the passages in which the 
parables are found. Divide the young people 
into groups, and assign a list of parables to 
each one. Be sure they have Bibles. Ask them 
to suggest a name for each parable and to indi- 
cate in a sentence or two the central teaching 
of each. When all the groups have finished 
their work, reassemble and let each group re- 
port its results to the whole body. If you have 
enough blackboard space, it will be best to write 
references, titles, and teachings for all to see.) 


The following parables are found in only one 
place: Matthew 13:24-30; 13:44; 13:45-46; 18:47- 
50; 18:23-35; 20:1-16; 21:28-32; 22:2-14; 25:1-13; 
25:14-30; 25:31-46; Mark 4:26-29; 13:33-37; Luke 
7:14-43; 10:30-37; 11:5-13; 12:16-21; 12:35-40; 
12:42-48; 13:6-9; 14:16-24; 14:25-35; 15:8-10; 
15:11-32; 16:1-13; 16:19-31; 17:7-10; 18:1-8; 18: 
9-14; 19:11-27. 


The following parables are recorded in two 
Gospels: Matthew 7:24-27 also in Luke 6:47-49; 
Matthew 13:13 also in Luke 13:20-21; and Mat- 
thew 18:12-14 also in Luke 15:3-7. 


These parables are recorded in three places: 
Matthew 5:14-16 also in Mark 4:21-22 and Luke 
8:16 and 11:33-36; Matthew 9;16 also in Mark 
2:21 and Luke 5: 36; M atthew 9:17 also in Mark 

; Matthew 13;3-23 also in 
Mark 4:2- 20 and ao 8:4-15; Matthew 13:31-32 
also in Mark 4:30-32 and Luke 13:18-19; Mat- 
thew 21:33-45 also in Mark 12:1-12 and Luke 
20:9-19; and Matthew 24:32-44 also in Mark 
13:28-32 and Luke 21:29-33. 
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Statistics 

* 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
IIT nn ncndiidl dhiiicensinmstanangieMisaidaibielts 16 16 16 16 16 
REET ssa-cocciashicarestuccasheeeaiainnaaisanaveaeres 84 85 85 84 83 
A 8 8,197 8,292 8,353 3,448 8,570 
SY nncschsccngrenpenenpnnpeensiisitihdnnsiidiaiibinie 3,805 3,852 3,875 3,928 3,948 
III, |. sc, dikceutinddivnnpdenateannielllicedinannies 13 12 9 6 10 
SIL isrnencnigtuahdinthcuased sinacundeneuseapatass 1,083 1,137 1,162 1,092 1,090 
RAE CS FR te 48 92 91 95 95 
INE LOC LPS 168 128 146 157 166 
Pastoral Installations .........................--.. 489 437 461 506 520 
PR ERPBNORNNOUD occ cccncccisnccsacuctecteeses 830 338 457 404 406 
Churches Organized .. 48 70 50 68 50 
Churches Dissolved . AR ea Me 15 20 27 13 28 
Churches Received from ‘other | 

ENON cceccncscendibaabiiibhenciibchtn! © ebecceutemiies 2 | ELE aan ee 1 
Churches Dismissed to other 

Denominations ..............-.---+.----- ; 1 2 1 2 
Ministers Received from other 

Denominations .................-.-- 50 34 23 83 81 
Ministers Dismissed to other 

Denominations ...... aed 16 24 84 28 24 
Ministers Deposed, Dropped ‘or 

Divested of office .....................-.. 5 6 18 6 9 
naam 64 d4 56 68 43 
8 ee re ceeeren 27,459 28,404 29,274 30,215 30,911 
RN oi cn Ladissdeirciliiseesbebaalenatiihibinili 32,794 33,837 34,915 35,914 36,635 
Added on Profession of Faith . 27,205 28,310 28,278 27,907 29,438 
Added on Certificate and 

INO sudcccwnkdpeiinivasenisbidhesckinindpletsite 51,772 57,192 omebune eee . 3 BRE 
UE ID eicsrcccscsesscttccentigiipetecingsatiipercass  wechentsibiiiienmmanse saponin 59,523 60,170 60,359 
Losses ........ sinpectetetiitilindeecbesence,  evaveneamiammacnens _ecnsaaiitbnghdanss 63,918 68,954 68,263 
Total Communicants IT SAT SA 780,853 807,624 829,675 848,735 869,501 
Total Membership (Ministers and 

| ee Re eee 784,050 810,916 833,028 852,183 873,071 
Pe ERTS Se ger ee 14,775 15,131 14,146 13,561 13,801 
oe ares 18,940 19,580 19,654 19,020 18,418 
Sunday School Enrollment ..................... 647,379 677,875 701,854 717,585 729,911 
SC Se aaa ee 887 351 846 317 304 

















Contributions 
—— 









pe ee a ee 
IID in <0 icsessisscenicéiiinmiimeiiiallmeiiiaininin: 
Church Extension ............ 
8 RSE GRE ELH REY I ES 
Annuities and Relief ..........-.......-0.-c00-0---. 
Minister’s Annuity Fund 
Civtmtiam Widwenthem .nssscs.cccciccc....--2..:-.-- 
General Fund Agencies: 
PR 
Board of Women’s Work 
Montreat and College .....................-.-. 
Assembly’s Training School 
American Bible Society 
sb uotes 
Negro Work Campaign 
Historical Foundation ......................--. 
Presbyterian Foundation ..................... 
Other Assembly Benevolences ............... 
Christian Education, Synod and 
TE, . cenuhentsniniedeshidiiemnddiliahidusats 
Educational Institutions 
Homes 
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$ 2,631,937 
18,489 
913,224 


396,683 


70,969 
74,292 
100,981 
123,471 
32,487 
80,717 
261,837 
20,617 


35,815 


462,739 
1,823,394 
+71,193,449 
&3,050,165 


1955 1956 1957 1958 
$a2,688,476 $e3,179,829 $h3,260,626 $k3,585,590 
b221,763 37,240 i211,133 5,875 
1,073,498 1,131,164 1,202,119 1,269,321 
c190,389 £234,808 34,092 m207,063 
casita > 550,561 j526,114 n568,571 
390,961 446,022 442,071 471, 763 
87,696 112,532 141,587 147,114 
97,629 102,542 102,831 117,792 
142,178 150,353 94,519 97,670 
147,896 151,323 151,038 147,815 
33,261 39,729 34,576 35,969 
92,978 116,477 150,537 151,750 
264,300 63.750 qr 
22,457 21,396 26,248 34,235 
ctitiiiiideeniin ” aitdinbuiiiuatan 17,046 20,503 
SRERNOND’ * cinciintnbesinuicd’ ‘\ tijcsainetalileeel ¥ Sebel 
on. ee ae ee eee 

Ro) | a eee 

BODE EGU RE cxcmccsicinesichens’ ~dlianetiattitaidine ‘sentmtelebiibciie 


3,334,174 
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Other Synod and Presbytery 
Benevolences 

Synod’s Causes, Budgeted 

Synods’ Causes, Non-Budgeted 

Presbyteries’ Causes Budgeted 

Presbyteries’ Causes Non- brent 

Interdenominational 

Congregational Missions 

Miscellaneous Benevolences 

Current Expenses 

Building Receipts 

Total Benevolence Contributions 

Total Current Expenses 

Grand Total .- eee 6°) 

Per Capita: Benevolence $ 
Current Expenses ................-.-...- 


966,185 
29,377,162 
16,159,409 


45,536,571 


$59,222,983 
17.53 
58.32 


$13,686,412 $15,084,692 


3,368,974 
2,284,361 
3,313,381 
701,157 
32,563 
1,059,622 
1,253,541 
39,783,668 
19,961,178 
$18,411,186 
56,009,259 59,744,846 
66,033,260 78,346,547 78,155,982 
18.68 $ 20.90 $ 
63.08 67.51 


3,507,521 
2,311,681 
8,546,706 
663,169 
34,735 
980,042 
1,339,799 
43,034,140 
20,324,967 
$19,244,684 
63,359,107 
82,603,791 
21.70 $ 22.13 
70,39 72.87 


2,886,663 
451,287 
30,193 
1,156,876 
1,146,675 
36,683,830 
19,325,429 


$17,337,288 


1,088,849 
32,583,692 
18,364,876 


50, 948, 568 





Totals 75.85 


81.76 88.41 92.09 95.00 





These figures are not in every case the same as appear in the preceding tables but are partly derived 


from the reports of the Boards and other Agencies. 


The figures represent gifts from living donors only. 


*Contributions of $241,599, Negro Work Campaign, and $56,754 Birthday Gift from Women of Church, 


included. 


&++Contribution of $56,765, Birthday Gift from Women of the Church, included. 
a Does not include $116,375, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 
b Contribution of $200,000, Birthday Gift from Women of the Church, included. 


e Contribution of $177,012 


, Negro Work Campaign, included. 


Does not include $25,996, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 

Does not include $152,381, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 

Contributions of $106,458, Birthday Gift from Women, and $128,350, Negro Work Campaign, included. 
Does not include $28,977, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 

Does not include $155,179 paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 

Contributions of $200,000, Birthday Gift from Women of Church, included. 

Does not include $28,017, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 

Does not include $169,147, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 

Contribution of $186,000, Birthday Gift from Women of the Church, included. 

Does not include $29,925, paid into Equalization Fund of General Assembly. 


Personal Mention 


Rev. George B. Heath, Assistant Pastor in the 
Knox Presbyterian Church of Norfolk, Virginia, 
has accepted the call of the Cann Memorial Church 
in Elizabeth City, N. C. 


Rev. B. B. Shankel has moved from Kingsport, 


Tenn. Rt. 1 to 2322 Anderson St., Bristol, Tenn. 

The Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church of 
Montgomery Alabama, announces the change of 
name to Covenant Presbyterian Church. This action 
was taken by a vote of the congregation on Sunday, 
March 22, 1959. 





ALABAMA 


Birmingham—(PN)—The Rev. B. Blake Breiten- 
hirt, Jr., has resigned as assistant minister of the 
South Highland Presbyterian Church here, to accept 
a call to the pastorate of the Dahlonega, Ga., 
Presbyterian Church. 


He will be doing work among the Presbyterian 
students in the North Georgia College in Dahlonega. 
This student work and the pastorate are under 
joint sponsorship of Athens Presbytery and the 
Synod of Georgia. 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Book Department 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Columbia Theological Seminary 
Friendship Circle 


The Third Annual Pilgrimage of the Columbia 
Friendship Circle was held on the campus of Co- 
lumbia Seminary on Thursday, April 16, with more 
than 800 women in attendance from Georgia, 
South Carolina, Alabama, Florida and Mississippi. 


Columbia Friendship Circle is an organization 
of women and men who make an annual pilgrimage 
to the seminary and offer financial and prayerful 
support to the life of the institution. During the 
last three years the Circle has contributed in mem- 
bership gifts just under $55,000.00. At the meet- 
ing on Thursday this group authorized immediate 
construction of a married students apartment build- 
ing to house at least nine married families. 


Membership in the Circle during 1958 was 5831 
with total gifts amounting to $20,404.70. 





Rev. William James Caldwell, D.D. 


The Rev. Wm. James Caldwell, D.D., living in 
retirement at Leland, Miss., went to his eternal 
home on Sunday, March 8, 1959, a few months 
following his ninetieth birthday. 


Funeral services were conducted on Tuesday 
following, at the First Presbyterian Church, Yazoo 
City, Miss., which he served for thirty-four years 
beginning in 1911, and interment was in Glenwood 
Cemetery, Yazoo City. Services were conducted 
by the Rev. Leland C. Jorgensen, present, Minister, 
Rev. E. C. Brasington, of Leland, and Dr. Webb 
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Brame, a long-time friend who served the First 
Baptist Church of Yazoo City while Dr. Caldwell 
was serving the Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Caldwell was born at New Prospect, Miss., 
December 21, 1868. Following attendance at South- 
western Presbyterian University, Clarksville, Tenn., 
1889-92, he received the B.A. and M.A. degrees, 
and in 1894 he received the B.D. degree from its 
Divinity School. Alabama Synod College conferred 
the D.D. degree in 1910. 


He was ordained by the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi in 1894, to serve its Greenwood church. 
Later he served the Tyler and Honey Grove fields 
in Texas, and the Woodlawn church in Birmingham, 
Ala., going to Yazoo City from Birmingham. After 
his retirement in 1948, he served as Stated Supply 
at Forest, Miss., for five years. 


Dr. Caldwell served as Moderator of the Presby- 
tery of Central Mississippi, as Moderator of Mis- 
sissippi Synod in 1925, and several times on the 
Standing Committee of the Assembly when the 
Assembly was providing for retirement at age 
seventy. When other members of the committee 
learned that Dr. Caldwell was already seventy- 
three, they recommended the provision for re- 
election one year at a time for three years past 
the age of seventy (now five years). 


Perhaps Dr. Caldwell’s outstanding work out- 
side of his pastorate was that as a member of the 
Mississippi Synod’s committee on schools and col- 
leges, where he always carried a large part of the 
load. 


On June 23, 1904, Dr. Caldwell was married to 
Miss Mabel Price, of Honey Grove, Texas. Mrs. 
Caldwell and their six children survive him, along 
with fourteen grandchildren. The children are: 
Miss Elizabeth, teaching at Peace College, Raleigh, 
N. C.; Wm. J., Jr., Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. C. C. 
Shafe (Sarah), now living at Metter, Ga., after 
serving with her husband as a missionary to Africa; 
Tom Price, attorney at Hattiesburg, Miss.; Mrs. 
Stanley Dean (Margaret), Leland; Mrs. Ben Ward 
(Mabel), McComb, Miss. 


Rev. W. A. Hall, Jackson, a contemporary of 
Dr. Caldwell, has been appointed by the Moderator 
of Presbytery, Dr. O. M. Anderson, to present a 
memorial paper to Dr. Caldwell at the April 16 
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Central Mis- 
sissippi. 

W. A. Gamble, Stated Clerk 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson—(PN)—A leading spokesman for the 
liberal arts college delivered the principal address 
at the inauguration of D. Grier Martin as the thir- 
teenth president of Davidson College, April 22. 


He is Dr. Howard F. Lowry, noted scholar, and 


president of the College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio, 
since 1944, 


The Inauguration was a historic occasion, the 
first to be held on the campus in almost 18 years. 
About 700 special guests attended, along with 
representatives from about 250 of the nation’s 
leading colleges and universities. Preliminaries to 
the inauguration included tours of the campus and 
a special luncheon for delegates and guests. 


At 1:45 p.m., the gowned college and university 
presidents and faculty members formed at the 
church for the academic procession. At the 
Chambers building, Dr. Lowry spoke, and Dr. J. 
McDowell Richards, president of the Board of 
Trustees, conducted the ceremony. 
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D. Grier Martin, acting president of the college 
for almost a year, spoke at the close of the cere- 
monies. 





Synod of North Carolina 


The 146th Annual Meeting of the Synod of 
North Carolina will be held in Charlotte, June 
16-17, 1959. Representatives will be entertained 
at Queens College. All sessions of the Synod will 
be held in the Myers Park Presbyterian Church 
except that scheduled for Tuesday evening in the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, when the retiring 
Moderator, Dr. Kelsey Regen, Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Durham, will preach the 
sermon prior to the Memorial and Communion 
Service. 


The Synod of North Carolina embraces 637 
churches and has 140,562 members and 574 min- 
isters. 





Laurinburg—(PN)—Work on the first segment 
of the campus of Consolidated Presbyterian College 
began here in early April. 


The first contract for work was negotiated as 
the college executive committee came to an agree- 
ment with a Lumberton contractor for construction 
of a large dam and lake to serve as a focal point 
of the new campus. The dam and 70 acre lake is 
expected to cost about $50,000, and should be com- 
pleted in June. 


Groundbreaking ceremonies were held at the lake 
site on April 15. Trustees, and other leaders in the 
college program participated in the ceremonies, 
which marked the first step in the building of the 
multi-million dollar college and cleared the way 
for the erection of buildings to begin later this 
year. 

Present plans call for the lake to serve the 
central part of the campus. Classroom and aca- 
demic buildings will be located on its south side, 
and dormitories and recreational facilities will be 
grouped to the north of the lake. A causeway will 
be constructed to connect the two groups of build- 
ings. First contracts for the buildings are sched- 
uled to be let this summer. Opening of the college 
is set for the fall of 1960. 


The campus will be located about two miles south 
of the Laurinburg business district on a 900-acre 
tract of land. Hector MacLean, of Lumberton, 
is chairman of the executive board. 


The new college will consolidate Flora Mac- 
donald, Peace College, and Presbyterian Junior 
College, and will be a four-year, liberal arts, co- 
educational institution. 





Sunnyside Presbyterian Home, 
Massanetta Springs 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 


Since Sunnyside Presbyterian Home lacks one 
of being filled to capacity, the Board of Trustees 
has accented the offer of the Nielsen Construc- 
tion Company of Harrisonburg to construct ad- 
ditional stories on the north and south wings, pro- 
viding for twenty-four additional guest rooms. 
Work is expected to begin within the next few 
weeks. 


The original plan for the home contemplated 
two stories on the north and west sides and three 
on the south but these plans were changed because 





PAGE 21 





























































































necessary funds were coming in so slowly. This 
addition will therefore complete the construction 
as originally planned. 


The twenty-four additional rooms will all be 
single rooms with private lavatories and toilet fa- 
cilities. It will be necessary to erect two addi- 
tional staircases or fire escapes. The entire cost of 
construction will be $98,708.00. In adition, an- 
other heating unit will be installed, in the place 
already provided, at an approximate cost of $10,- 
000. This will be most useful in the event of 
serious breakdown of the present single heating 
unit and will provide for the Nursing Home ad- 
dition when that is built. 


When the new rooms are completed, the home 
will have a capacity of eighty-five guests. 









Synod of Texas 


Dear Mr. Dendy: 

This is to advise that the One Hundred Fourth 
Session of the Synod of Texas, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. will convene at the Presbyterian 
Mo-Ranch Assembly, Hunt, Texas, May 19-21, 
1959. 


We will appreciate having this notice appear in 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
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JOHN CALVIN’S TRACTS AND TREATISES 
ON THE REFORMATION OF THE CHURCH — 
Volumes I, II, and III. Historical Notes and In- 
troduction by T. F. Torrence. Eerdman’s. $6.00 
per volume. 


The republication of Calvin’s Tracts and Treat- 
ises makes available again a large and significant 
body of Christian literature which has greatly 
influenced the churches that arose out of the 
Protestant Reformation. In introducing this 3 
volume work, Dr. Thomas F. Torrence declares, 
“It is now apparent as we look over the last 400 
years that to John Calvin must be ascribed the 
honor of being the father of modern theology. It 
was he who showed the way back to a positive the- 
ology grounded upon the Word of God... positive 
theology today once more returns to Calvin for 
guidance and inspiration in thinking out and ex- 
pressing the authentic message of revelation.” 


The first volume begins with the life of John 
Calvin carefully written by Theodore Beza, min- 
ister of the church of Geneva. This succinct life 
of Calvin by one who was a spectator of his life for 
16 years was first published in August, 1564 with- 
in a few weeks after Calvin’s death. This bi- 
ographical sketch is followed by Calvin’s Letter 
to Cardinal Sadolet. Articles Agreed Upon by the 
Faculty of Sacred Theology of Paris, the Neces- 
sity of Reforming the Church, Letter of Pope Paul, 
lil to the Emperor Charles V, and Calvin’s re- 
marks on the letter of Pope Paul, III, closing with 
an Admonition Concerning Relics. 


Volume II presents the Catechism of the Church 
of Geneva, Several Godly Prayers, Forms of 
Administering the Sacraments, Forms and Manner 
of Celebrating Marriage, Visitation of the Sick, 
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BOOKLET ON 


The National Council 
of Churches 


56 Pages 4x 9" 


The Board of Directors of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal has just published 
a booklet consisting of articles, editorials 
and other material published in recent 
months having to do with the present 
leadership and activities of the National 
Council of Churches: 


“THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES” 
(as now constituted 
and directed) 


A MENACE TO 
CHURCH AND STATE 


Price —20c per copy—$2.00 per dozen 
$15.00 per hundred postpaid 


Order from 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 














PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division ef Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Summer Schoo! 
Preparatory June 8, 1959 
ae Collegiate June 15, 1959 
Chapter, Phi Louis C LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Theta Kappa Maxton erth Caretina 





Brief Form of a Confession of Faith, Confession 
and Name of the Redeemed Churches of France, 
Short Treatise on the Supper of our Lord, Mutua! 
Consent in regard to the Sacraments, Second De- 
fense of the Faith Concerning the Sacraments, 
Last Admonition to Joachim Westbahl, the True 
Partaking of the Flesh and Blood of Christ, and 
Best Method of Obtaining Concord. The chapter 
on “Visitation of the Sick” is especially interesting 
since we see another side of Calvin’s great char- 
acter. Recognizing the real need a person has 
in the time of affliction and the opportunity of 
the Christian minister to serve at this time, Calvin 
remarks, “And therefore the duty of a minister 
is to visit the sick and to console them by the 
Word of the Lord, showing them that all which 
they suffer and endure comes from the hand of 
God and from His good providence who sends 
nothing to believers except for their good and sal- 
vation. You will quote passages of Scripture suit- 
able to this view.” 


Volume II presents the Acts of the Council of 
Trent with the Antidote, the True Method of Giv- 
ing Peace to Christendom, and of Reforming the 
Church, Appendix to the True Method of Reform- 
ing the Church, on Shunning the Unlawful Rites 
of the Ungodly and Preserving the Purity of the 
Christian Religion, and a Final chapter on the Re- 
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futation of the Terror that the Soul sleeps in the 
interval between death and the judgment. 


The closing chapter called ‘“Psychopannychia” 
that deals with what is usually called “ Soul 
Sleeping” is discussed with great simplicity and 
splendid clearness. Calvin describes his own 
method in dealing with this subject as follows. 
“The best method of pressing an enemy and hold- 
him fast so that he cannot escape is to exhibit 
the controversial point and explain it so distinctly 
and clearly that you can bring him at once as it 
were to close quarters.” Buttressed by both Scrip- 
ture and logic Calvin shows that the view that the 
soul sleeps in a state of insensibility from death 
to the judgment day is untenable. He reminds his 
readers that the Catabaptists are the authors of 
this error and then he comments, “Well may we 
suspect anything that proceeds from such a forge 
- a forge which has already fabricated and is 
daily fabricating so many monsters.” 


We are grateful to both Dr. Torrence and Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Co. for giving us these three 
attractive volumes. Students of the Reformation 
will find these volumes priceless. Ministers and 
church officers should study this set carefully. The 
issues raised are not dead. The faith of the Re- 
formed Church rests upon a firm theological foun- 
dation and this fact is observed in these three 
volumes. The reader will be brought to realize 
with Calvin that “a solid knowledge of our salva- 
tion is never possessed by us without carrying 
along with it almost the whole sum of Christian 
doctrine.” 


—John R. Richardson 





FACES ABOUT THE CHRIST. Holmes Rolston. 
John Knox Press. $3.50. 


The 42 characters delineated in this volume all 
had some relationship to Christ. They are im- 
portant to us, says Dr. Rolston, because we see the 
face of Christ as we study the faces of those who 
gather about Him. A study of these characters 
gives us our Lord’s contemporaries’ reaction to 
Him so we may find help in understanding peo- 
ple’s responses to Him today. The author notes, 
“We are interested in the men and women of the 
New Testament because through a study of what 
Jesus said to them, we may prepare the way for 
His confrontation of men and women today.” 


The best chapter in the volume is the last one 
that bears the caption, “The Face of Christ’. The 
author seeks to show us the face of Christ in the 
reactions of His friends and His enemies and then 
draw some conclusions which have grown out of 
the witness to Him in the New Testament as a 
whole. This witness shows the humanity of Christ, 
says Dr. Rolston, but the witness is clear in its 
insistence that he exercised among us powers that 
were more than human. The conclusion he reaches 
is that the early Christians were sure that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. 
Says Dr. Rolston, “They were confident that when 
they had seen the face of Christ they had seen 
also the face of the Father who had sent Him.” 

—John R. Richardson 


GOLD FROM GOLGOTHA. Russell Bradley 
Jones. Baker Book House. $1.75. 


This book contains sermons on the 7 words from 
the Cross. They reflect a deep desire to discover 
what the words from the Cross really meant as 
they were uttered by our Lord. This material is 
sane and while it is explanatory it is at the same 
time practically applied. This is a valuable book 
for ministers as background reading in the prepa- 
ration of sermons. 
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AND TO THE ESKIMOS. Gleeson H. Ledyard. 
Good News Publishers. 50c. 


This is a condensed book giving the authentic 
record of two young people who are willing to 
forsake all to tell the love of God through Christ 
to an almost isolated people. Shouting through 
the pages is the story of the progress of God’s 
work and His watchful care over His beloved 
ones. 





COMMON SENSE IN MARRIAGE. Herbert A. 
Streeter. Warner Press. $2.50. 


The outline is written by a minister who coun- 
sels constantly with married people. The material 
in this volume is handled in both the professional 
and human fashion. The presentation of difficult 
material is worked out in a very understandable 
way without undue verbal complexities. The au- 
thor omits pseudoscientific jargon in favor of 
“Common Sense in Marriage.” 





CHRIST AND MODERN WOMAN. Argye 
Briggs. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


“Christ and Modern Woman” contains 21 stimu- 
lating chapters presenting the major conflicts of 
the modern Christian woman. The author takes 21 
instances of Christ’s encounter with women and 
clarifies for her readers the problems of life 
which especially in our day escape correct evalua- 
tion or even exact definition by the modern wom- 
an. Mrs. Briggs presents these problems in her 
first 7 chapters, analyzes them in the middle chap- 
ters and offers solution and challenge in the con- 
clusion. Throughout, this book seeks to raise the 
spiritual horizon of Christian woman and equip 
her for meeting the new challenge which the au- 
thor has brought forcefully into view. 





PREACHING TO MEET MEN’S NEEDS. 
Charles M. Pickell. Exposition Press, Inc., $3.00. 


Using the book of the Acts as a source of his 
material, the author interprets the Bible facts in 
the light of the most approved scholarship today. 
He has done a real service in showing that the 
apostles provide us with the best examples of 
Christian preaching. Here is a book of real merit 
that should be of help to all ministers of the 
Gospel. 


ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE PRE-CHRISTIAN 
CENTURIES. J. A. Thompson. Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


This book takes up the account of archaeologi- 
cal discoveries bearing on the Old Testament at the 
point where it was laid down in the author’s pre- 
vious volume, “Archaeology in the Old Testament’. 
He carries on the story for the post-exilic period 
up to the days of Herod the Great, but makes no 
attempt to deal with the valuable New Testament 
material that is now available. 


Archaeological evidence is assembled and set 
in a background of history which, though not giv- 
en in detail, is sufficient to provide the reader 
with some bearings. The author believes that 
there is such a complete break in the history of 
the people of Palestine at the time of the Exile 
that it seems fitting to treat the post-exilic period 
as a section on its own. 


This book is written in a fascinating style and 
should prove of real interest to all who are in- 
terested in Hebrew and in recent archaeological 
explorations in dealing with this phase of Israel’s 
experiences. 
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NOT a reprint—complete and unabridged. 
S 2 00 Printed from the original plates of the hard-cover 
edition available for $5.00 





A DEVASTATING INDICTMENT, FULLY DOCUMENTED! 
COLLECTIVISM “Without hesitancy, Dr. Bundy calls 


names of Council leaders whom he 

IN THE CHURCHES charges with Communist propa- 
ganda. The book contains a great 

by deal of documentation to support 

Eocar C. Bunpy the charges.” Dr. J. M. Crowe, 


’ : : ScHoo.t Boarp 
“If the ‘liberal’ theologians ; SuNDAY Si “ith 
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